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O-5.  Social capital for enhancing community-based
malaria control in the Philippines

JpEF #2 1 Ofelia P Saniel’, Juan A Solon®, Elena A Villacorte®, Pilarita T Rivera®
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The successful implementation of a community-based malaria control program (CBMCP) relies
heavily on the willingness of individuals and organizations to participate. This study describes the potential
of individuals and organized groups to participate in a CBMCP in Palawan, the Philippines.

A qualitative exploratory study was conducted through a series of focus group discussions (FGDs)
among health care providers and health service beneficiaries in selected communities of the province. The
study describes the social capital existing in these communities in terms of the nature and extent of the
villagers’ personal social network and the relationships of formal and informal organized groups in the
community.

Initial results of the study through FGDs show that implementation of group activities, the
interaction among members, and individual participation in these group activities occur in the context of
widespread poverty. Group activities and individual participation are influenced not only by available
public resources but also by the level of development and maturity of the community and its members. The
level of community participation is still limited, especially among the indigenous peoples, partly owing to
marginalization secondary to socio-cultural and economic differences. There is a potential to tap
organizations for malaria control.

The study identified the benefit of involving existing groups in the community. One way is to
strengthen the capacity of community organizers and health workers to network effectively with these
groups. This would improve the self-esteem of health workers who, in turn, would inspire trust by villagers.
Through networking with other groups, the control program will have a better chance of success and
sustainability because these groups will now be active stakeholders of the program rather than just mere

recipients of commodities and services.

19



O-6. Syringe coverage and HIV risk behaviors among needle exchange

program users in Pokhara, Nepal
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Sabina SHRESTHA, Krishna C POUDEL, Kayako SAKISAKA, Mana GYAWALI, Masamine JIMBA
B R RFBE R 7 R 0 R E BE Ml AR 2 2028 . Nauloghumti, Nepal

Background
Needle exchange program (NEP) is widely regarded as an effective harm reduction strategy for preventing
the spread of HIV infection among injecting drug users (IDUs). However, there has been a growing
concern over NEP users exchanging, giving, selling, or trading syringes to others. Therefore, little is known
about what level of syringe access and utilization is required to lower HIV risk. Thus, a cross sectional
study was conducted to examine the association between syringe coverage and HIV risk behaviors and to
identify the predictors of HIV risk behaviors.
Methods
We randomly selected 384 male IDUs of age between 16-39 years old and who had been using NEP for at
least 3 months from two drop-in centers in Pokhara from April-July, 2008. Syringe coverage was calculated
as the proportion of syringe retained to the total number of injections during the last one week. HIV risk
behaviors included a) risky injecting behaviors: receptive syringe sharing (injecting with a syringe
previously used by someone else or after someone else has squirted drugs into it from his or her used
syringe) and distributive syringe sharing (giving used syringe to someone else), and b) risky sexual
behaviors (inconsistent condom use with regular or non-regular partner during the last 3 months).We used
face-to-face interview using anonymous questionnaire for data collection.
Results
IDUs having less number of syringes to the total number of injections had higher odds of reporting
receptive (AOR=3.98,95%CI1=1.13-13.92) and distributive syringe sharing (AOR=4.19, 95%CI=2.10-8.35).
IDUs who consistently used condom with non-regular partners were less likely to share syringe receptively
(AOR=0.20,95%CI=0.04-0.87) and who perceived themselves at HIV risk were more likely to practice
distributive syringe sharing (AOR=3.21,95%CI1=1.49-6.89). We did not find any significant association
between syringe coverage and risky sexual behaviors. However, married IDUs were less likely to use
condom with regular partners (AOR=0.34,95% CI1=0.16-0.71).
Conclusion
Higher syringe coverage is associated with lower risky injecting behaviors among NEP users in Pokhara,
Nepal. Achieving 100% syringe coverage is important to ensure risky injecting behaviors and NEP should
provide adequate syringes to IDUs. IDUs should be encouraged to use condom consistently with regular

and non-regular partners.
Keywords: Syringe Coverage, HIV risk behaviors, needle exchange program, injecting drug user, Nepal
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O-7. Sexual behaviors among female migrant factory workers
in Vientiane, Lao PDR

Chintana Somkhane', Krishna Chandra Poudel*, Sakisaka Kayako®, Yasuoka Junko®, Alongkone
Phengsavanh?, Masamine Jimba®.
1)Dept of International Community Health, School of International Health, Graduate School of
Medicine, the University of Tokyo, 2)Dept of Postgraduate studies and Research, the University of
Health Sciences, Ministry of Health, Lao PDR.

Introduction

The prevalence of STIs among female factory workers was 6.6% in 2004 in Vientiane,
Lao PDR. More than 50% of female factory workers are less than 20 years of age.
Condom use self-efficacy is related to the ability of discussing the use of condoms with
sexual partners and reducing risky behaviors, especially for women. However, only little
is known about female migrant factory workers’ ability of discussing condom use with
their partners in Lao PDR and how it influences their safer sexual behaviors.

Objective

To explore the association between condom use self-efficacy and sexual behaviors
(condom use at the last sexual intercourse and consistent condom use during the past 12
months) among female migrant factory workers in Vientiane capital, Lao PDR.

Methods

From May to June 2008, 279 female migrant factory workers were recruited for a
cross-sectional study in 5 garment factories out of 73 in Vientiane capital. Three out of
five garment factories were randomly selected, and for another two were selected
considering the feasibility of the factories at the time of study. Then, a proportionate
sampling method was used to get the participants from each study factory. Finally, the
participants were selected from a list of female migrant factory workers. The participants
were currently single, including widowed and divorced, aged between 18 and 38 years old,
migrated from provinces, and living in Vientiane capital for 12 months or more. After
obtaining written informed consent from the participants, face- to- face interviews were
conducted using a structured questionnaire interview. Chi-square test and logistic
regression were used to explore statistical significances between independent and
dependent variables.

Results and conclusions

The median age of the participants was 21 years. Of total (n=279), 118 (43.2%) have ever
experienced sexual intercourse. Moreover, 87.3% of the participants who had sexual
experience reported having sexual intercourse in the past 12 months. Of 103 participants
who had sexual intercourse during the past 12 months, 57% did not use a condom at the
last sexual intercourse and 75% did not use condoms consistently during the past 12
months. The participants who agreed that “if my partner wanted me to have sex with
him without using a condom, | would probably give in” were less likely to use a condom
at the last sexual intercourse (OR=0.22; 95%CI= 0.07 to 0.64; P=0.007). The participants
who had intermediate HIV knowledge (50-60%) were four times more likely to use a
condom at the last sexual intercourse compared to those who had the total score from 0-4
(OR= 4.00; 95% CIl= 1.39 t011.53; P=0.010). Our findings suggest that improving the
self-efficacy of condom uses and increasing HIV knowledge is associated with enhancing
condom use among the female migrant factory workers in Vientiane, Lao PDR.
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Introduction

Breastfeeding has been recommended for infant feeding because it is beneficial to the health of both
mothers and children. Although providing social support for breastfeeding has been regarded as an effective
way of helping women to continue exclusive breastfeeding (EBF), few specified the nature of ‘support’ and
identified which aspect of support is the most important for continuing EBF. This study aimed to describe
the types and sources of support provided to breastfeeding mothers and investigate what types of
breastfeeding support and whose support facilitate EBF.

Methods

This is a cross sectional study conducted in Biliran, Philippines. Participants were 342 mothers aged 18-49
years with children from 6 to 11 months old who were ever breastfed. We collected data by face-to-face
interviews with a structured questionnaire including Huges Breastfeeding Support Scale (HBSS).

Results

The mean duration of EBF (n=342) was 4.1 (SD 2.2) months and the mean score of the HBSS was 89.8
(SD 11.1). Husband was most commonly identified as total, emotional and instrumental support provider
and respondent’s own mother as informational support provider; however, any types of support (i.e.,
emotional, instrumental and informational) from any support providers (e.g., husband, participant’s parents,
friend, etc) had statistically significant associations with EBF duration. Multiple linear regressions revealed
that HBSS and its two sub-scales, emotional and instrumental supports were not correlated with the
duration of EBF. On the other hand, informational support showed significant positive relations with the
length of EBF (8=.155, p =.007) and one element of the emotional support, “praised me for my efforts to
breastfeed” also showed a statistically significant relation with the length of EBF (8=.132, p =.012).
Conclusions

This study showed that mothers who have more informational support and more praised for their efforts to

breastfeed were more likely to breastfeed exclusively for a longer period.
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