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Expressed Needs Measured by Patient Survey: Trends and relationship
to normative needs measured by National Survey of Dental Disease

Yuichi AndoV, Kakuhiro Fukai?, and Hitoshi Aoyama®
U Dept. of Oral Health, The National Institute of Public Health
2 Fukai Institute of Health Science
3 Tochigi Prefectural University School of Health and Welfare

Patient Survey is the most informative national survey which indicate the trends in patients visiting dental
clinic.

By using the published data about patients visiting dental clinics, we investigated trends in dental patients
by age and disease group. We also studied the relationship between expressed needs measured by Patient
Survey and normative needs measured by National Survey of Dental Disease.

Total estimated number of patients visiting dental clinic increased until anterior half of 1970's, and it
remained at same level after that. Trends by age group showed that younger patient decreased and older
patient increased. Trends by group of diseases showed that dental caries decreased and prothesis slightly
increased and periodontal disease increased.

Similar tendency was observed between trends in expressed needs and normative needs regarding dental
caries and prothesis.
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