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Perspectives on supply and demand trends in oral health services
— A summary of an open discussion at the 60 general meeting of Japanese Society for Oral Health —

Atsushi Ohyama, Yuichi Ando, Midori Tsuneishi, Kouichiro Jin, Kakuhiro Fukai
Toru Takiguchi, Sayaka Furukawa, Kenji Takeuchi, and Atsuhiro Kinoshita
(The working group for open discussion “Perspectives on supply and demand trends in oral health services” at the 60t

general meeting of Japanese Society for Oral Health)
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It is meaningful to apply the result of study data to the clinical practice with relation to the supply and
demand trends in oral health services. The authors organized an open discussion on the topic of “Perspec-
tives on supply and demand trends in oral health services” at the 60" general meeting of the Japanese Soci-
ety for Oral Health (October 8, 2011, Nihon University School of Dentistry at Matsudo). Participants of vari-
ous backgrounds discussed supply and demand trends in oral health services. Many of the participants
thought that the construction of a new supply and demand model for oral health services is necessary. In
order to increase awareness of oral health care needs and create an environment in which people feel com-
fortable expressing those needs, the participants propose the following three strategies: 1) Providing oral
health care information based on the survey data for people, 2) Promotion of information exchange about oral
health care between dental professionals and residents, and 3) To establish the system for periodical dental
visit and oral health management.
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