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Objective :

Prefectural budgets for oral health programs were surveyed, and a comparison was made between figures
for before and after the enactment of prefectural oral health ordinances.
Method :

A questionnaire was conducted to survey the background of oral health program managers, budgets for
oral health, and status of oral health strategy planning in each prefecture for the period between 2008 and
2012. The difference in budget amount for before and after the enactment of oral health ordinances was ana-
lyzed for the 26 prefectures in which the ordinances were enacted.

Results :

Of the people in charge of oral health programs throughout these five years, 42% were dentists, and 27%
were dental hygienists. Oral health programs were mainly financed by the national 8020 Movement subsidy,
but its percentage had gradually declined. Of the 26 prefectures, 19 had increased their oral health budgets
in the year after enactment of the ordinances.

Conclusion :

Among the prefectures that had enacted oral health ordinances, many had increased their oral health bud-
gets for the year after enactment. However, many of these prefectures had reduced the budget after another
year, and maintaining the budget level for oral health seems to be difficult. A constant appeal to prefectures
by universities and prefectural dental associations is necessary to ensure that oral health programs are con-
tinuously budgeted for.
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