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Regional Differences in Health Status Japanese School Children,
by Using National Statistics

Yuichi Ando, and Jun Aida
(Dept. of Oral Health, The National Institute of Public Health
Division of International Health, Department of Oral Health and Development Sciences,
Tohoku University Graduate School of Dentistry)

We compared regional differences in health status in Japanese school children aged from five to seventeen
year old, by using national statistics of school health in 2006 conducted by Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology. This statistics classified municipalities into four groups by the size of its pop-
ulation, in which schools are located. We defined difference among four groups as regional difference.

Prevalence of dental caries showed the largest regional difference among health couditious investigated in
this national statistics, in which children in rural area have more dental caries than children in big cities.
Prevalence of having decayed teeth showed similar regional difference.

Dental plaque and gingivitis showed no differences in children under junior-high school. However clear dif-
ferences were observed in senior-high school children, in which children in rural area showed high score.

In diseases other than dental-related diseases, unaided vision, asthma and atopic dermatitis showed moder-
ate regional differences, in which prevalence of children in big cities is higher than rural area. However, the
degree of regional differences in these diseases were smaller than dental caries.

Health Science and Health Care 7 (2) : 108—114, 2007
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