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Policy Statement of Fukai Institute of Health Science
Oral health in an aging society

“Oral health in an aging society-collaboration and innovation”
Adopted at the 12t Fukai Institute of Health Science (FIHS) Colloquium,
10 August 2013, Tokyo, Japan
n an aging soclety, oral health plays an increasingly important role in hea

y living. In

particular, tooth retention and maintenance of oral function are fundamental factors in
achieving a healthy society. From the viewpoint of reducing oral health inequality and
improving the provision of dental care under the universal health coverage system, we
hereby propose the following goals for dental research, practice, and policy.

1.

To promote effective prevention of dental caries, periodontal disease, and tooth loss
through the integration of and interaction among dental care institutions and community
health services.

To facilitate the establishment of a health care system which provides seamless
assessment and service from the adult years through the elderly years by focusing our
efforts particularly on reducing those risk factors which are common to both oral disease
and non-communicable diseases.

To accumulate empirical evidence of oral health factors which may be related to
prolonging life expectancy and the prevention of those diseases which most often result
in dependency.

To advance research which investigates the effects of dental care on the process of
healthy aging.

To work toward, in cooperation with various health professionals, the realization of an

oral health care system which supports the elderly in living a healthy and independent
lifa



