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On March 15, 2020, the New York Times reported on occupations ranked by the infection risk of COVID-
19. Dental hygienists were ranked the highest, followed by dental assistants and dentists. This result was
widely broadcasted by the Japanese media and it immediately led to the decreased number of dental consul-
tations. With the situation deteriorating after a state of emergency declaration, we as dental practitioners
have been encountered with various problems: supply shortages of masks, gloves and disinfectants, adjust-
ment of staff working hours, and the business crisis due to the decreased number of patients.

To combat this situation, we conducted a survey to measure the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak to den-

tal practitioners and their reactions.
Health Science and Health Care 20 (2) : 31-37, 2020



