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The Birth of Prefectural Ordinance on Promoting Oral Health.

Takeshi Sasaki
(Department of Health and Welfare, Hokkaido prefectural government)
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The prefectural ordinance on promoting oral health was promulgated and came into effect on June 26,
2009, in Hokkaido. Hokkaido has become second prefecture in Japan that provides prefectural ordinance con-
cerning oral health. This ordinance proposed by assembly members of the Liberal-Democratic Party on
March 18, 2009, was discussed in the Hokkaido assembly, and passed by a lot of agreements on June 16, 2009.
The ordinance requires some of key provisions to Hokkaido prefectural government to

- set the prefectural master plan for developing oral health.

- set guidelines for oral health care agenda in municipalities

- develop supporting systems for introduction and implementation of a school-based fluoride mouth rinsing
program.

The first prefectural master plan for oral health between 2010 and 2012 came into effect on April 1.2010.
Based on this plan, Hokkaido prefectural government is now developing a lot of programs for improving oral
health.
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